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2.2 The public library and government

There are many different models of the relationship between public libraries and
government. Equally, the laws that govern their activities and funding arrangements are
varied and complex. In different countries, provinces, regions, states or municipalities are,
either in whole or in part, responsible for library services.
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1.11 Library buildings

Library buildings play an important part in public library provision. They should be designed
to reflect the functions of the library service, be accessible to all in the community and be
sufficiently flexible to accommodate new and changing services. They should be located
close to other community activities, for example, shops and cultural centres
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3.4 Services to users

The public library must provide services based on an analysis of the library and information
needs of the local community. In planning services, clear priorities must be established and
a strategy be developed for service provision in the medium to long term. Services should
be developed for identified target groups and only provided if such groups exist in the local
community.
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3.4.2 Services to children

By providing a wide range of materials and activities, public libraries provide an opportunity
for children to experience the enjoyment of reading and the excitement of discovering
knowledge and works of the imagination. Children and their parents should be taught how
to make the best use of a library and how to develop skills in the use of printed and electronic
media.
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3.4.3 Services for young adults

Young people between childhood and adulthood develop as individual members of society
with their own culture. Public libraries must understand their needs and provide services to
meet them. Materials, including access to electronic information resources, that reflect their
interests and culture should be provided.



